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SUB: NATO ECONADS DISCUSSION OF SOVIET PROPOSAL FOR AT, I .-EUROPEAN 
CONGRESSES ON ENERGY, TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT 

REF: STATE 55312 

1 . PER REFTEL, ON MARCH 16 AN EMBASSY OFFICER DELIVERED 
A COPY OF THE U.S. DISCUSSION PAPER TO COSTAS IVRAKIS, 

DEPUTY TO THE MFA'S NATO AFFAIRS DIRECTOR. HE INFORMED 
IVRAKIS THAT WE HOPED TO HAVE A SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSION 
ON THE SUBJECT AT THE MARCH 21 ECONADS MEETING DURING 
WHICH OTHER ALLIES WOULD PRESENT THEIR OWN SUGGESTIONS 
ON HOW TO HANDLE THIS ISSUE. 

2. IVRAKIS SAID THAT HE WOULD GO OVER THE PAPER WITH 
COLLEAGUES IN THE MFA'S ECONOMIC BUREAU WHO FOLLOW THE 
SUBJECT CLOSELY. SPEAKING PERSONALLY, HE COMMENTED THAT 
HE ANTICIPATED THE GOG WOULD REPEAT ITS INITIAL REACTION 
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TO THE BREZHNEV PROPOSAL, I.E. TO REQUEST A DETAILED 
EXPLANATION, THUS POSTPONING ANY SUBSTANTIVE 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE SOVIETS FOR AN INDEFINITE TIME. 

HE THOUGHT THAT THIS RESPONSE WOULD NOT PRECLUDE 
THE APPROACH SUGGESTED IN THE DISCUSSION PAPER. 
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